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Historical  Sketch 


TRADITION,  carried  to  us  from  pioneer  days  on  the  wing's  of 
memor\',  tells  that  the  early  settlers,  after  erecting-  the  first 
log-  cabin  on  the  site  of  what  is  now  the  City  of  Rloomington, 
baptized  the  humble  structure  with  water  drawn  from  a  spring- 
th.it  bubbled  from  the  virgin  soil,  moved  by  an  impulse  that  was  half 
siilemn,  half  humorous.  Seventy  years  later,  Blootnington,  after  be- 
coming oi-ie  of  the  fairest  of  western  cities,  famed  in  the  halls  of 
st.itesmanship,  of  education,  art,  and  music,  has  been  baptized  again. 
But  alas,  the  second  baptism  was  of  fire,  of  destruction,  and  of  death, 
a  remarkable  coincidence,  the  second  baptism  -was  administered 
upon  the  fiftieth  anniversary  of  the  city's  incorporation,  anc||  but  a 
tew  short  weeks  after  the  notable  celebration  of  this  event.  Cer- 
tainly the  half-century  date  will  be  indelibly  stamped  upon  the  mem- 
ory of  every  inhabitant,  and  the  disaster  be  not  forgotten  until  time 
.shall  be  no  more.  Within  the  brief  space  of  eight  hours,  a  fire,  which  burned  from  the  birth  of 
June  19,  1900,  until  conquered  by  a  battery  of  departments  from  Springfield,  Peoria,  and  the  Ever- 
green City,  destroyed  over  two  millions  of  property  and  cost  one  death,  a  youth  of  17,  named 
Robert  Schmitt,  expiring  fron-i  the  concussion  of  a  dynamite  used  in  blowing  up  buildings  in  the 
path  of  the   devastat- 


llagration  wasthemost 
ever  visited  a  city  of 
United  States,  and 
as  the  most  remark- 
extent  of  loss  and 
considered. 

fire  will,  perhaps,  be 
mystery.  -The  flames 
in  the  Model  Laundry, 
ing  located  at  113  East 
alarm  was  turned  in  at 
had  liceu  in  prog'ress 
In  an  iucreditably 
structure  adjoining,  of 
by  the  B.  S.  Green 
was  ablaze.     The  gale 

steadily  during  the  entire  night,  carried  the  flames  -west,  q,nd  in  an  lio 
Main,  Monroe,  and  Jefferson  streets,  with  the  exception  of  the  tire- 
proof  government  building,  saved  by  herculean  efforts,  -was  in  ruins. 

Carried  onward  irresistibly  by  their  own  mad  power  and  the  howling 
fury  of  the  wind,  the  mountains  of  flame  rolled  across  the  streets  to  the 
south  and  west  and  enveloped  in  a  great  sinister  blanket  of  yellow  the 
handsome  buildings  that  were  Bloomington's  pride.  The  six  story 
'CFriijsheim  structure,  the  Cole  Bros.' dry  goods  emporium  and  all  other 
"bVU;k  slructures  on  the  east  side  of  the  Court  House,  were  quickly  licked 
■.l.v|Vaii.(r'at  tlje  same  time  the  block  on  the  north  side  of  the  square,  con- 

"•tainiui;  t'ht^.i'oiposing  buildings  of  four  and  five  stories,    including  the 
;Kfonm.  Ri.gg's,  and  Smith  dry  goods  firms  and  the  Pha?nix  Hotel,  were 

llscrdn  transformed  into  smouldering  debris. 

Midway  between  thishell  of  flame,  in  the  vortex  of  destruction,  stood 
the  peerless  Court  House,  the  pride  of  all  McLean  County.  A  tiny,  yel- 
low imp,  pirouetting   along  the  cornicing,   was  the  first  intimation   of 


ing  element.  This  con- 
disastrous  that  has 
the  middle  class  in  the 
will  forever  be  known 
able  in  history  when 
brevity  of  duration  is 
The  origin  of  the 
always  shrouded  in 
-svere  first  discovered 
a  four-storybrick  build- 
Monroe  Street.  The 
12:30  a.m.,  but  the  fire 
for  some  time  previous, 
short  time  the  brick 
the  same  size,  occupied 
Wholesale  Saddlery, 
of  wind  that  prevailed 
he   block   bounded  by 
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danger.  He  was  quickly  joined'  by  many  of  his  fellows,  and  before  a  hand  could  be  lifted  to  avert 
the  calamity,  the  structure  was  doomed,  thousands  with  tears  in  their  eyes,  watching  the  destruc- 
tion of  this  noble  pile,  naught  remaining  but  the  skeleton  frame 
and  the  dome,  which  like  a  skull,  sightless  and  cavernous,  still 
]iroudly  surmounting  the  sea  of  ruins  below. 

Still  insatiable,  the  devouring  elemeul  sweiil  west  and 
swallowed  up  the  mammoth  Windsor  Hotel,  Ashley  Iniildings, 
and  old  Baptist  church.  Its 
tentacles  were  entwined 
about  the  block  west  of  the 
square,  but  here  water  tri- 
umphed over  fire,  and  shud- 
dering  in  imiiotent  fury,  the 

gluttoned  iiend  was  throttled       ^P^*'f^^^^'l||*S^'^^  '^\ 
and  subdued. 

Volumes  could  be  tilled 

with    incidents   of    the    great 

jugh  to  be  continued  ad  infliii 

lir  city   has  received  a  blow  that  would 

kill  the  ordinary  municipality,  Blooming- 


elely  destroyed. 
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fire  and  the  sloi  \  is 

turn.     Although  the 

forever  maim,  or  el; 

ton  will  rise  Phoenix  like  from  her  ashes,  and  will  live  again  in  greater  glory  th 

tailed  statement  of  the  losses,  amounting  to  over  8-.0(lO,()0(i,  with  insurance  of 
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1.  Toward  the  Court  House  from  corner  Main  and  Monroe. 

2.  Toward  the  B.  S.  Green  and  Model  Laundry  buildings,  where  the  fire  . 

3.  Birdseye  view  south,  from  corner  Main  and  Monroe. 

4.  From  corner  Main  and  Jefferson,   looking  northeast. 
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2.  From  the  Bulletin  corner  toward  the  northwest. 

3.  Corner  Center  and  Jefferson,  looking  toward  the  Phoenix   Ho 

4.  North  Main  street,  toward  the  Court  House. 


The  Windsor  Hotel 


2.  From   Livingston   Flats 
toward  the  Court  House. 


3.   Remains  of  the  Gries- 
heim  Building, 


4.   From  the   Bulletin 
office. 


5.   North  side  square. 
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I .   Looking  toward  State 
National  Bank. 


2.   From  the  Withers 
Library,  looking  west. 


3.  Walls  of  the  Windsor 
Building. 


4.  Looking  south  on  west 
side  of  Main  street  from 
.Monroe. 

5.  Looking  south  on  east 
side  of  Main  street  from 


1.  Loo  ing  south  on  Main  street  from  George  Brand  &  Co. 

2.  The  Court  House  after  the  fire. 

3.  Looking  north  on   Main  fronn  corner  Main  and  Washington. 

4.  Lool<ing  toward  the  north  from  Court  House  yard. 


I 


I 


